o sto

By Leslie Wilson Jr.

Dubai
If anything was needed to empha-
size the power in modern sport it
had to have been yesterday's final
of the 1994 Dubai Tennis Open,
where Sweden's Magnus
Gustafsson turned on a desert
storm to win the $1 million ATP
event from Spain's Sergi Bruguera.

Though the mercury dipped to a
discouraging12 degrees centigrade
the scorching tennis the two finalists
produced served as a bonfire for a
near full house at the Aviation club.

The scoreline accredited
Gustafsson with having won 6-4, 6-2
but if were a boxing contest, which
at times it looked like, the judges
would have scored it perhaps 120-
119 in favour of the Swede.

True, Gustafsson claimed victory
in straight sets, but the top seed
Bruguera was far from disgraced.
He displayed equal qualities of sta-
mina and determination, to share
in some of the fiercest rallies the
sport has seen in a long time.

Bruguera's post match comments
perhaps summed it up best. "I have
worked hard to play better and bet-
ter and then I meet somebody who
plays even better than that.” said
the Spaniard.

"He played a marvellous match,
it was the best I have ever seen him
play.” he added.
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Darren Cabhill ... down, just before he was out of the doubles

ping Swede Magnus Gustafsson

And as if as a rejoined
Gustafsson said that the way he
played yesterday, even he was sur-
prised.

"I'll never forget those first four
games of the first set for the rest of
my life," Gustafsson said shaking
his head as if in disbelief. "I won
because I played well, and not
because he played bad." he added.

They certainly did. Armed with a
forehand befitting a heavyweight
pugilist, Gustafssson ripped apart
Bruguera's baseline game, with 165
kmph passes that routinely whizzed
past his outstretched racquet.

Gustafsson, who practices tran-
scendental meditation daily,
gained the psychological advantage
when broke Bruguera to love in the
third game. More importantly his
powerful forehand completely
overwhelmed the spaniard and
forced him on to the ropes.

So furious was the pace of this
slugfest that Gustafsson went 3-1
ahead even before the crowds
returned to their seats following the
short break. It was a firecracker of
a start that was to be the pattern of
the entire match.

Bruguera seemed to have got his
foot in the door when breaking
Gustafsson, for the first and only
time of the match, aided by two
double faults. But Gustafsson,
striking the ball with demonic
power, just as quickly slammed it

shut hitting his forehand deep and
covering the net diligently. He took
the set at 6-4.

Gustafsson continued to dictate
the patter of play forcing Bruguera,
winner of the French Open, to play
top quality tennis.

Bruguera responded like a true
sportsman. But in attempting to
carry the fight to the Swede cloud-
ed his gameplan, which should
have been to slow down the rallies
and go to the net more often.

Gustafsson virtually sealed the
match in his favour in the fifth
game when he broke Bruguera in
what was by far the most captivat-
ing one of the match.

Bruguera trailed love-30 after
Gustafsson hit two unbelievable
down the line winners, but digging
deep into his resolve he countered
with his whipped forehand top-
spins to level at 30-all. But the
effort was taking its toll on the
Spaniard who surrendered the next
point following a sapping rally.

Bruguera gave it all he had and
saved three match points before
buckling in to Gustafsson.

The top seed had one more
chance to come back when he held
two break points in the next game.
But Gustafsson displayed exem-
plary determination and finesse at
the net to ward off the challenge
and after holding for 4-2 went one
better breaking a distraught
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Bruguera in the seventh.

Gustafsson allowed Bruguera one
last fling when he dropped a point at
40-15 but took the title off the next as
Bruguera netted his return.

The evening began in sterling
fashion with Todd Woodbridge and
Mark Woodforde winning the all-
Australian doubles final from
Darren Cahill and John Fitzgerald

Doubles winners Mark Woodforde and Todd Woodbridge
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I just hit the ball and closed
my eyes and hoped

everything would go in,
says new champ

6-7 6-4 6-2. )
Gustafsson picked up the win-
ners cheque of $ 144,000 and 220
ranking points, together with an
elegant silver dhow trophy, from
Sheikh Hasher Al Maktoum,
President of the UAE Tennis
Federation and Director of
Information, government of Dubai.
Bruguera received $ 85,130 and

160 points for his effort.

Earlier Mohidin Binhindi,
Director Dubai Duty Free thanked
everybody who had joined hands
to make the second Dubai Tennis
Open a smashing success. He also
lauded General Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Minister of Defence,
UAE, for his continued support.
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Magnus Gustafsson ... the new champion. Pictures: Anwar Mirza

It doesn’t matter whether you're in
training or ivod, Perspiration involves
the loss of water and mineral salts,

drink which the body absorbs faster
tham nron-isotonic drinks. That means

that Izostar supplies Hquid, mineral
safts and witaminz in the Ffastest
way fto where they are neaded -

the muscles. Isostar gives you now
to allow you to finish the
course. Isostar iz available in liquid

or pow der form.

Isostar. The immediate isotonic thirst quencher.

more affordable XL.

Toyota Camry, the choice of discerning

executives, is now available in a range of four
models: the GL, Grande, Lumiere and the

So now you have even more variations of
the new 1994 Camry, each one a reflection of
yaur high-powered execulive lifestyle,

Everything about it spells cluss.

dynamic line, advanced technology in the
precision of every CHITE,
Yes, the new 1994 Camry reflects the very

THE QUESTION ISN'T
WHICH EXECUTIVE SEDAN.

Faultless craftsmanship flows in every

best i automotive styling, and slips
effortlessly through the wind — turning heads
as easily as it Iurms corners,

The multi-valve engine, with 200
horsepower and 27.8 kg.m. of muscle-bound

torque responds to your commands, giving
you that sense of total control under any

driving condition.

After a long day at work you Il appreciate

the silky smooth ride back home in the
spacious, whisper—quiet cabin, thanks to the
new Camry's independent suspension and
sound insulation,

For a truly moving experience, test drive

the 1994 Camry and discover the qualities that
prompted 'Car and Driver’ to vate it the best
family sedan in America.

A New Era. A New Standard.
) TOYOTA
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DUBAI WORKSHOP HEW TIMINGS

& a.m, unlil midnight - Weshdays
Bam unl 530 pm. . Thursdays

WiV Y ——

Al-futtaim

by Cormbd 222800 » A Aln S42448 » Dbl 364231 » Sharjai JXMIE » hodablon 53088 « Dhakd 822337 + RAK 351542 » Fujira 24157 » &% 42308 » LIAD BES0RT

Printed and Published by Al Nisr Publishing, .0, Box 6519 Dubai UAL, Telephone 447100, Abu Dhabi 211684, Manama 530400, Telex 47030 GNEWS EM, Telefax, 431627

GMASCD 1038655



