Dubai Duty Free Tennis
Championships
Monday, February 20, 2017

Alison Riske
Press Conference
A. RISKE/C. Vandeweghe
6-4, 6-4
THE MODERATOR: Questions, please.
Q. In the end it got a little tricky there?
ALISON RISKE: Yeah, definitely. You know, I think it
was a tough match for both of us. I mean, we came
from Hawaii. We are, you know, way past our bedtime
at this point.
You know, it was a tough match. You know, I just did
the best I could. It worked out for me in the end.
Q. When exactly did you come? Straight from
Hawaii?
ALISON RISKE: I did.
Q. When did you arrive here?
ALISON RISKE: I got in on Wednesday, last
Wednesday.
Q. You should be done with that.
ALISON RISKE: Ah. You can say so for yourself
(laughter).
Q. In terms of talking about the match and getting
through it, I mean, at some point it must have been
clear that maybe Coco wasn't really firing the way
she would want to fire. How difficult is it at that
point to kind of stay focused of what you need to
do and not be too concerned with what's going on
across the net?
ALISON RISKE: Yeah, well, I think she was having a
little difficulty with her first serves. But she was starting
to get back in rhythm in the second set there. I feel if I
had let up just a little bit, things could have changed.
I was definitely proud of myself for staying in there and
still dictating as best I could and not giving her an inch
to come back.
Q. You guys are 4-4 now, but you have won 5 of the
last 6. Do you have any thoughts on that?
ALISON RISKE: I have no idea of that stat, but I'll
happily take it. It's in my favor (smiling).
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But, yeah, I have no answer to that.
Q. How difficult is it playing a close colleague?
You have played her quite a few times, obviously.
ALISON RISKE: Yeah. It can be difficult, especially we
just had the best week, you know, together at Fed Cup.
So it was unfortunate that we played each other first
round.
But at the end of the day you have to focus on you, and
there are so many Americans now in the top -- you
know, in the top. We are all friends, or at least I feel
like we are.
You know, we're going to be each other week in and
week out, and it's something that we've got to get used
to. You just have to focus on you and not worry about
the other person on the other side of net.
Q. Do you see yourselves as close, or do you really
see it as, Oh, I just beat a seed? There is not that
much of a difference in your ranking.
ALISON RISKE: Oh, I don't really think about the seed.
You know, obviously it's nice just to win, whoever it's
against. You know, so I don't particularly look at that.
Yeah.
Q. So you got here on Wednesday. You were in
Hawaii. You stayed in Hawaii. For those two days
that you're waiting for your flight -- or is it one day
you're waiting for a flight to come to Dubai?
ALISON RISKE: Oh, it wasn't waiting. It was literally
that night. We got in -- okay, so we got in late Tuesday.
Q. So then, yeah, you left the next day?
ALISON RISKE: No, we left that night. We left Sunday
night and we got here Tuesday, Tuesday night. Yeah.
Q. That's a long trip.
ALISON RISKE: It's two days.
Q. You weren't sitting by the tool?
ALISON RISKE: No, I was not sitting by the pool, as
much as I wanted to.
Q. Has it been harder to get over the jet lag and get
acclimated, or has it been harder to find rhythm on
the court, very different conditions, weather has
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been weird, balls flying? What was the bigger
struggle?
ALISON RISKE: Definitely jet lag. Honestly, I am pretty
much over jet lag. It's just at nighttime, I want to go to
bed around 8:00. That's just how it is.
But, I mean, I obviously am fine. I think this is the
toughest jet lag of the year, honestly. This is really
difficult for everyone. So we're all in the same boat.
It's something we have to deal with, so I definitely think
jet lag over conditions. I mean, it's not that different.
Q. How important would it be for you to be
renamed to the Fed Cup team for April? Did you
get any sense from Kathy what her thoughts are?
ALISON RISKE: Definitely, I mean, she's not sure who
is going to be available to play, so I haven't had any -- I
haven't heard about that yet. Obviously I would love to
be back. I would love to play for Kathy, for the team.
It's so funny, coming here after Fed Cup, it's like such a
letdown playing for just yourself after that. You know,
you have so much at stake for a lot of different people,
not just yourself.
You know, I think that was the biggest thing coming
here. It was, like, shoot, where is everybody? Where's
the team?
So playing for Kathy was an honor. She's a great
person. Honestly, I had the best time so I hope that I
can be welcomed back.
Q. Do you know much about Sevastova next?
ALISON RISKE: I think I played her. It's been a while.
But yeah. Well, definitely my coach will get some
scouting for me and we'll go from there. Just keep
fighting.
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